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GENEVA CONVENTIONS � SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman � Attorney General) [12.12 pm]: I rise so that this house may formally record 
the event of the sixtieth anniversary of the modern exposition of the four Geneva conventions. This anniversary 
is a perfect opportunity to both recall and reaffirm this Parliament�s commitment, which I am sure includes 
members of all political persuasions, to the conventions as well as expressing gratitude to the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement on being a continuous exponent of the principles of international 
humanitarian law, to limit human suffering in times of armed conflict and to prevent atrocities, especially against 
civilian populations, the wounded and prisoners of war. 

The Geneva conventions notably consist of four treaties and three protocols, which were updated in 1977. The 
four treaties provide for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded and sick in armed forces in the field; 
the amelioration of the condition of wounded, sick and shipwrecked members of armed forces at sea; perhaps 
most famously the treatment of prisoners of war; and the protection of civilian persons in time of war. The three 
protocols deal with the protection of victims of international armed conflicts; the protection of victims of non-
international armed conflicts; and the adoption of an additional distinctive emblem for medical services. 

I can also advise the house that the commonwealth Attorney-General announced Australia�s ratification of the 
third protocol earlier today. In recognising the significant role that the conventions have played since their 
inception, this Parliament encourages ratification by all nations that have yet to formally subscribe to them. The 
Commonwealth of Australia ratified the original treaties of the Geneva conventions through the Geneva 
Conventions Act 1957. This act deals specifically with Australia�s capacity to prosecute those accused of 
breaching international humanitarian law, as well as the correct use of the Red Cross emblem. The International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement each hold specific mandates under international humanitarian law to 
bring assistance without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, and endeavour to prevent and alleviate 
human suffering wherever it may be found. 

The Australian Red Cross, of which there are members present in the public gallery today, including Mr Steve 
Joske, executive director of the Western Australian branch, was formed in 1914 and has made an extraordinary 
contribution to the practical implementation of the humanitarian ideals and principles expressed in the Geneva 
conventions. One such contribution has been the establishment of an international humanitarian law program that 
consults with members of the Australian Defence Force, the Australian Federal Police and humanitarian workers 
who regularly engage with this area of the law. The Australian Red Cross also has an additional role of 
promoting international humanitarian law to journalists, the legal profession, students and the general public. 
The Western Australian branch of the Australian Red Cross has a proud history of educating Western 
Australians about the elements of international humanitarian law and regularly conducts public forums to 
facilitate the dissemination of information. 

I further note that this anniversary of the Geneva conventions presents an opportunity to publicly remember, 
acknowledge and celebrate the work of the many tens of thousands of volunteers who promote the mandate of 
the Red Cross in Australia. I also remind the house of the work undertaken by the Western Australian 
Parliamentary Friends of the Red Cross under the direction of the member for Darling Range. This group is open 
to all members and provides regular updates on the activities of the Australian Red Cross in Western Australia, 
nationally and internationally. 

The significance and impact of the Geneva conventions on international law is outshone only by the dedication 
and efforts of those volunteers who promote them and make them an actuality. I offer our thanks to the 
Australian Red Cross, and especially its Western Australian branch, for its continued support and service to our 
society in Western Australia and abroad. 
 


